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TO! Each Supervigof l . k) 4{/ )

FROM: James A. Nayes '
Directer of P

. NATIONAL POLLUTANT CISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYETEM PERMIT

5. Bythe attached memo dated Decembar 8§, 2001 .,wa,infnm'gdyour Boarg hatthe Regional
' WaterQual‘:ty.(;anﬁ'ol-_ﬁdard,wasg’qiﬁgtq conducta pubfic huaring on December.13, 2001,
1o adopt the new 5-year Municipal Naticnal Poliutarit Discharge Ehmination Stormwaer
(NPOES) Permit for the County. of Los Angeles and 84 citios, As expesiad, the Reglonat

‘Board approved the permit without resoiving the mast significant concems of the County

and the ciiles, Ve also mmdyowacwd that if the:Regional Board approved the

8 pommit with no signfficant changes, the County and the ciiies would file an administrtive
appeal to the Stgte Water Resaprce Control Board. |f relief is not-obtamed through the
administrative process, the recotrse wauld be itigation. .

Afer raview with County Counsel, it wes determined thatthe County should submit @
Patiticn for Review to the Stats Water Resources Control Board as part of our continued
panticipation in the administrativa process. The following are tha issues ihat we plan 0

subrmit for appeal:

1. The pamtt requires that upan approval of a total maxiqum daty 1oad (TMOL)

regulation, tha TMDL gets incarporated into the panmit without 3 pubiic hearng.

The NPDES permiit mandates stormvatar poliution pravention to “the maximum

' extent” practicable. A TMDL reguiation has a defined aumerical standard to be
complied with, The two compliance basis ar® fyconsistent with each other.

= " Petentally, the Exacutiva Diractor of the RegionaiBeard could order immediate
irmplementation of the TMDL that cauld have ‘significant cost impacts an the
Caounty. : , '

‘ 2. The provisions undes "Racalving Waters Limitation® in the permit resuft in the
b * . permittees being in viotation of the permit If statmwater runoff 1ests higher than
', State-set standards for certain pollutants. Such staridards are setat levels that

will be Impassible t9 achieve without extensive treatment, The permitisas will

be in immediate and cantinuous vialation of the permit and subject te an ever
increasing level of effort, costa, and sanctians.’ :
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3. The permittees will be faquired . ingpect aond:u&mnaitas and comrasrcial
T P otrial faciitis that are curently under ths risdicion of the State with
Stute-issuad dischiarge permita. This unfunded niarists would east the County

and the cties an estimated $a miion, over the §-yelr parmit period.
4. The parmitteas will be recutired to install trash reéaﬁadesm areas that ara not

(isted by tha Federal Ervironmerital Pratection Agency as being impaired By
trash. |

deveicpments to the predevelopment jevels. This goes far beyond the curent

5. The permittees 2re mquired o establish Griteria w Ilmxt stormwater wnoff from

requirement of captuning or ireating the first 3/4:inchea of stormwater runcft.
The cost to devalopment will be tremendous wittiouf an offsetting improvement
in slormwater quality. .

concem with the abova iasuen being isgelly mandated s thatthe County and the cities
#iil not be able to achieva fidl complianca and, therefore: he vutnprabla to notices of
violation, fines, and lawaulis despits cur best efforis to comnply: ILis our understanding that
o group of cities s also goingto e a petiion on the samg groundg as the County, pius
additional lssues. Also. the Clty of Lo Angeies staff is racormending to its City Council
that the city file a similar potition, The Los Angeies Clty Council will' decide on Tuesday,
January 8, 2001. X .

We are very suppartiva of the adapted permnit and believe Wbt it, slong with the TMDLs
being developed by the Reglonal Board. will be offactive in-sijnificantty reducing poliution
of stormwatar runcff. ‘We are provid of the fact that we have siready implemented most of
' _ > will confinie to take a leadership rote
i1 the Countywide effort to reduce stormwater poliution. '

the basic requirsments. of the draft parmit, and we
If you have any questions, planse cali ma or youe staff maymmc: Oon Wolfe. Assistant
Dmcmr.az(m)wu. SRR v
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